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2008 National Japan Bow!®

On March 21 and 22 2008, the Japan-America Society of Washington DC (JASW) held the 16th National
Japan Bowl® in Washington, DC. This year, 186 students in 65 teams came from all over the United States:
California, Connecticut, the District of Columbia, Florida, Georgia, Guam, Minnesota, Massachusetts,
Maryland, Michigan, North Carolina, New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania, Texas, and Virginia.

Students competed at three levels in a total of 4 preliminary rounds (3 Open Rounds and 1 Conversation
Round). They were challenged by a total of 360 questions at all levels, from Japanese grammar to Japanese
history and culture. After the preliminary rounds, the top three teams at each level advanced to the National
Championship Round. The results are shown on page 4.

On the first night, all participants were welcomed at a dinner with Mr Maki Kaji, the “Godfather of Sudoku”.
On the second day, the students and teachers enjoyed a live shamisen performance by Mr Sho Asano, a
Japanese musical prodigy who is also a high school student.
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2008 National Japan Bowl Schedule

Friday, March 21

4:30-6:30pm  Registration

7:00-7:45pm  Welcome Buffet Dinner

7:45-8:00pm  Official Welcoming Remarks 10:30-11:15am ~ Open Round 3
8:00-8:30pm  Meet Mr Kajj, 11:15-11:30am  Review of Answers

11:30-12:30pm  Buffet Luncheon

the “Godfather of Sudoku"

8:30-10:00pm Conversation Round 12:30-1:20pm Shamisen Performance by
8:30-10:00pm  Cultural Activities Workshop Sho Asano

1:30 pm Announcement of Finalists
Saturday, March 22 1:45 pm National Championships
7:00-8:00am Buffet Breakfast Introductions/Explanation of
8:00-8:15am Morning Announcements Rules ' .
8:15-9:00am Open Round 1 2:00-2:30pm Champ%onsh%p Round — Level 11
9:00-9:15am Review of Answers 2:40-3:10pm Champ?onsh%p Round — Level 111
9:15-10:00am Open Round 2 3:20-3:50pm Championship Round — 'Level v
10:00-10:15am  Review of Answers ﬁfﬁfgﬁfl’m Awards Ceremony/Closing

10:15-10:30am

Morning Refreshment Break
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Participating Students and Schools

School Name City
Boonsboro High School Boonsboro
Center for Global Studies at Brien McMahon High School Norwalk
Chapel Hill High School Chapel Hill
Columbus High School Columbus
Deerfield Beach High School Deerfield Beach
Falls Church High School Falls Church
Hayfield Secondary School Alexandria

Henry Sibley High School

High Tech High School

Lake Braddock Secondary School
Langley High School

Lynbrook High School

Miami Palmetto Senior High School
Monta Vista High School

Mount Lebanon High School
Norwin High School

Oakton High School

Phillips Academy Andover
Samuel F.B. Morse High School
Silver Creek High School

St. Albans School

St. John's School

St. Mark's School of Texas
Stuyvesant High School

The Harker School

The Woodlands College Park High School

The Woodlands High School

Thomas Jefferson High School for Science and Technology

Torrey Pines High School

Townsend Harris High School
Walt Whitman High School

Mendota Heights
North Bergen
Burke

McLean

San Jose
Pinecrest
Cupertino
Pittsburg

North Huntingdon
Vienna
Andover

San Diego

San Jose
Washington
Tumon Bay
Dallas

New York

San Jose

The Woodlands
The Woodlands
Alexandria

San Diego

Flushing
Bethesda

State
MD
CT
NC
GA
FL
VA
VA
MN
NJ
VA
VA
CA
FL
CA
PA
PA
VA
MA
CA
CA
DC
GU
TX
NY
CA
TX
TX
VA
CA

NY
MD

Participating Students: 186
Level 2: 55
Level 3: 73
Level 4: 56

Participating Teams: 65
Level 2: 19
Level 3: 26
Level 4: 20
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Finalists and Champions at the 2008 National Japan Bowl

Level 4 Teacher
1% place Stuyvesant High School, New York, NY Ms. Chie Helinski
Mr. Robert Hubbard, Mr. Hyunseung Yang, Ms. Stephanie Lin

2" place Monta Vista High School, Cupertino, CA Ms. Keiko Howard
Ms. Annie Wu, Mr. Scott Chen, Ms. Jennifer Wu

3 place Lynbrook High School, San Jose, CA Mr. Jeremy Kitchen
Mr. Dustin Wang, Mr. Tang-En Yen, Ms. Helen Chi Hund Tang

Level 3
1% place Monta Vista High School, Cupertino, CA Ms. Keiko Howard
Ms. Connie Wu, Ms. Nina Wang, Ms. Hannah Wang

2" place The Harker School, San Jose, CA Ms. Masako Onakado
Ms. Sarah Wang, Ms. Ruozi Li, Mr. Kevin Wang

3" place Lynbrook High School, San Jose, CA Mr. Jeremy Kitchen
Ms. Jocelyn Wu, Ms. Yu Jin, Ms. Emily Chang

Level 2
1% place Monta Vista High School, Cupertino, CA Ms. Keiko Howard
Ms. Lok Yun (Priscilla) Chan, Ms. Kate Huang, Ms. YeeAnn Chen

2" place The Harker School, San Jose, CA Ms. Masako Onakado
Ms. Kelly Chen, Mr. Jerry Sun, Ms. Katie Liang

3 place Phillips Academy Andover, Andover, MA Ms. Teruyo Shimazu
Ms. Stephanie Yu, Ms. Marina Kang, Mr. Menelik Washington
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Japan Bowl Teachers

We would especially like to thank all of the Japanese language teachers,
without whom the 2008 National Japan Bowl would not be possible.
Keiko Abrams, Lake Braddock Secondary School
Mieko Avello, Miami Palmetto Senior High School
William Collazo, Deerfield Beach High School
Akemi Dobkin, High Tech High School
Matthew Hall, Silver Creek High School
Fumiko Harada-Ziemer, St. John's School
Toshiko Hasegawa, Samuel F.B. Morse High School
Chie Helinski, Stuyvesant High School
Kayo Hishitani, Henry Sibley High School
Keiko Howard, Monta Vista High School
Mariko Jinbo, St. Mark's School of Texas
Jeremy Kitchen, Lynbrook High School
Hiroko Maekawa, Norwin High School
Yuki Moorman, Walt Whitman High School
Masako Onakado, The Harker School
Koji Otani, Thomas Jefferson High School for Science and Technology
Chie Ramsey, Oakton High School
Masumi Reade, The Woodlands High School
Mariko Sato, Townsend Harris High School
Kazue Schmitz, Columbus High School
Andrew Scronce, Langley High School
Ayako Shiga, Boonsboro High School
Teruyo Shimazu, Phillips Academy Andover
Keiko Sigmund, Center for Global Studies, Brien McMahon High School
Nana Suzumura, The Woodlands College Park High School
Yoko Thakur, Falls Church High School
Sato Umabe, Torrey Pines High School
Kyoko Vaughan, Hayfield Secondary School



Every year the Japan Bowlis supported by various sources of funding. The major resources have been grants. The
US-Japan Foundation started its funding in 1996 and has played a major role to make the Japan Bowl's growth
possible. We were fortunate to receive additional grant funding from the Japan Foundation (2006 to 2008). As most
grants are limited to a certain period of time, financial support from other sources is crucial to sustain this educational
program. This year, we received significant support from Toyota Motor North America. JASW is grateful to the

Japan Bowl Sponsors and Supporters

following sponsors and supporters who made this year's competition possible.

~
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W& Sponsors

& TOYOTA

Toyota Motor North America

*. 9 %8

United States-Japan Foundation

EMBASSY OF

JAPANFOUNDATION % ® .APAN

g TIFO
inermatonal

#%4% Supporters

NTT GROUP

AISAP, Inc.
All Nippon Airways Co., Ltd.

Reiko Hirai, Happi Enterprises
Kamada Foods International (America) Ltd.
Madame Tussauds Washington, D.C.
Nikoli Co., Ltd.

Tokyo Electric Power Company
VIZ Media
Workman Publishing Company

\

Moderators
Tracy Mahoney
Amb John R. Malott
Samuel Shepherd
Shiori Okazaki
Rika Sanjo-Berry
Noritaka Takezawa

Supporting Judges
Constance Downs
Mamiko Hada
Konomi Kaji
Hiroko lwami Malott
Marlene Sakaue
Masao Tsuru

Maru-Batsu Judges
Misako Ito
Tetsuo Kadoya
Kazuyo Kato
Takashi Ohde
Sumio Otsuiji

Cultural Workshop
Sho Asano
Maki Kaji

Masako Fujimoto

Interesse International, Inc.

Taeko Kimura

Akiko Keene

Shiori Okazaki

Toho Koto Society
Norie Watanuki
Roko Kasuya

T-Shirt Calligraphy
Ikuko Hirai

Cover and Poster Design
Eunice Choi

And our many
Volunteers!



/ Special Exhibition: “53 Stations of the \
Yokaido Road” supported by JICC

With the support from the Japan Information and Culture
Center of the Embassy of Japan, the Fifty-Three Stations of
the Yokaido Road by Shigeru Mizuki was exclusively shown
to the Japan Bowl participants. It was a great opportunity
for students to learn about Ukiyo-e and the Edo Period,
which was one of the focuses for this year's Japan Bowl.

-

/ Meet the Godfather of Sudoku: Mr Maki Kaji \

Maki Kaji is the man who popularized and named the
number puzzle “sudoku,” which has become a worldwide
phenomenon. Mr Maki spoke to the students on the first
night, March 21, and he also created a set of puzzles for
the students based on the Kaniji that they learned for the
Japan Bowl. Mr Maki was so excited about the Japan Bowl
that he wrote an article for his monthly magazine in Japan,
which is reproduced in this report. Mr Maki also came to

Qez Japan Bowl Tokyo Round at the US Embassy in July./

/ Cultural Activities Workshop \

Thanks to the Care Fund, Go Club, Interesse International,
Toho Koto Society, and many of our individual volunteers,
the participants were able to experience the Japanese
culture in between the competition. The participants
enjoyed wearing kimono, folding origami, trying Japanese
calligraphy, seeing koto performances, learning Japanese
business manners, playing with Go, making crafts, and

Qeeting professionals with Japan-related jobs. /

/ Shamisen Performance by Sho Asano \

Sho Asano, just 17 years and a recent high school
graduate, is called “the Prince of Shamisen” in Japan. He
came to America—his first overseas trip--to perform at the
Japan Bowl and the Kennedy Center. His performance on
Saturday, March 22 was one of the highlights of this year’s
Japan Bowl. Afterwards the students asked Sho questions
in Japanese. Sho later wrote about the Japan Bowl on his

kblog, saying how much he enjoyed the experience. /
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Sudoku addicts in the world
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Japan Bowl Trip

The top three teams at Level 4 of the National Japan Bowl Competition were awarded an
educational trip to Japan. The teams left the US on July 10 after their high school graduation
ceremonies. They arrived in Tokyo on July 11 and had the opportunity to visit Tokyo,
Kawasaki, Kobe, Hiroshima, Osaka, and Kyoto during their stay in Japan.

2008 Japan Tour Itinerary

7/11 Arrive at Narita

7/12 Visit Toshiba Denki Kan in Kawasaki
Free time in Tokyo

7/13 Free time in Tokyo

7114 Free time in Tokyo
Dinner with JASW staff

7/15 Japan Bowl Tokyo Round
Welcome Dinner hosted by America-Japan Society

7/16 Take shinkansen to Kobe
Free time in Kobe

7117 Japan Bowl Kansai Round
Free time in Kobe

7/18 Taiko Warkshop by Mr Ichiro Jishoya . =
Stay at Mr Ichiro Jishoya’s Studio in Sanda | g

i
3

o]

7/19 Take shinkansen to Kyoto
(Day trip to Hiroshima)

7120 Free time in Kyoto

712122 Free time in Kyoto
Return to the US

TIFO

Toshiba
International
Foundation




BRI 72 K TOKYO ROUND

Similarly to 2007, the Japan-America Society of Washington DC (JASW), together with
America-Japan Society and the National Association of America-Japan Societies, presented
the Japan Bowl Tokyo Round on July 15 at the United States Embassy.

The Japan Bowl's Honorary Patron, Her Imperial Highness Princess Takamado, attended to
observe the Tokyo Round with Her Imperial Highness Tsuguko of Takamado. The Princess as
well as the audience were impressed by the teams’ Japanese skills and knowledge of Japan.

BETE S 7> K KANSAI ROUND

On July 17, JASW held its first Japan Bowl competition in the Kansai region, the Japan Bowl
Kansai Round, at the Canadian Academy in Kobe. A member of the Diet, Mr Moriyama
Masahiro, who represents Hyogo-ken, came to the Kansai Round together with many other
guests. Students enjoyed the traditional Japanese tea ceremony prepared by the students at
Canadian Academy as well as a band performance by Konan High School.

We hope to make a “Japan Round” an annual event and perhaps compete with Japanese
high school students in the near future!

The Japan-America Society of Washington DC expresses its
appreciation to the following organizations for their support of:
Japan Bowl Tokyo Round

Sponsor I
Amway Japan HART A7 = A Rt

Supporters %42
The United States Embassy K& K AflifiE
The Ministry of Foreign Affairs 454
The Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology R} #4
The American Chamber of Commerce in Japan £ H K [EpE T2 AT

Japan Bowl Kansai Round

Sponsor FERl
Japan America Women of Kansai 74 B Kff A2

Supporters %42
Canadian Academy H X7 47 v « T AT IA
The United States Embassy K[E K ffifiE
The Ministry of Foreign Affairs 454
The Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology — SCEREMF#E
\ American Consulate General Osaka-Kobe BEKPK « #1572 U H 8 5H SR /

The American Chamber of Commerce in Japan 1t H K[EHpd T2 30T




TOP SCHOLARS

Seven students and learners of Japanese from three U.S.
high schools compete Tuesday in the exhibition quiz
2008 Japan Bowl Tokyo Round” at the U.S. Embassy.
The contestants were invited to Japan after winning top
prizes for their Japanese-language skills and knowledge
of the country in an annual national competition organized
by the Japan-America Society of Washington, D.C., that
drew 186 students from 65 high schools. yosHiakiMURA

4N

Japan Bowl Tokyo Round
(THE JAPAN TIMES July 16, 2008)
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Japan Bowl Kansai Round
(KOBE SHIMBUN July 18, 2008)
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Japanophiles strut their stuff in qu.lz bowl

The Daily Yomiuri

KOBE—Recent American high school graduates
demonstrated their achievements in Japanese lan-
guage study and knowledge of traditional and mod-
cin Japan at the Japan Bowl Kansal Round held in
Kobe.

The Japan Bowl, an academic quiz competition
on Japanese language and culture for American
high school students studying Japanese, has been
held annually in Washington, during the National
Cherry Blossom Festival sinee 1993, The event or-
ganized by the Japan-America Society of Washing-
ton DC aims to encourage students to study
Japanese in an enjoyable way and continue their
studies at the university level.

Johin Malott, president of the JASWC, said, “It's not
Just an JL"JI!I.'I'H[L l.UrII|N.‘lIlIUI1. and we want the stu-
dents toapy T but the coun-
Iry, the eulture and history and the etiquette a8 well”

The top three teams of the Level4 competition in
the 16th Japan Bowl held in March were awarded a
study trip to Japan.

The Kansal Round sponsored by the Japan
Amerieca Women of Kansal with support from

that tests

The Dadly Yomiuri

Three teams of Amenun high s:hool gradua!es compete in the Japan Bowl, an academic contest
o

Canadian Academy international school was held
Iast week at a theater of the school in Higashi-Nada
Ward, and was attended by about 120 people.

During the quiz, seven students from high
schools in Califor ¢ York showcased
their knowledge about a wide range of topics, in-
cluding geo; hy and popular culture.

The pa s were asked to name the profes-
sional basebs |Il team located in Hiroshima and the
alternate name of the Kansal region among other
questions,

They were also asked o make Japanese sentences
using onomatopoeic and affective expressions.

When asked to make a sentence using the
Japanese idiom “Mimi ga Itai” shamed), a
student answered in Japanese, “T was ashamed to
hear my teacher say my Japanese was not very
goodd," evoking Inughter from the audience,

Reflecting the fun aspect of the competition, par-
thelpa were asked praetical questions from ev-
eryday situations.

ge and culture, in Kobe last week.

Based on a map of a Moor guide of a department
store, they were asked on what floor a watch could
be purchased.

Participant Tang En Yen sald, "It wa
citing because everyone was so fast.”

Tang, who started studying Japanese because he
had become familine with Japanese customs from
his Talwanese grandparents, said learning Japan-
ese Is fun although the honorific forms of the lan-
guage are challenging.

ally ex-

Japan Bowl
Kansai Round
(DAILY YOMIURI
July 24, 2008)



THE JAPAN-AMERICA SOCIETY
OF WASHINGTON DC

Honorary Patron of the Japan Bowl
Her Imperial Highness Princess Takamado

Honorary Patrons of the Japan-America Society
His Excellency Ryozo Kato, Japanese Ambassador to the US

The Honorable Thomas J.

Schieffer, US Ambassador to Japan

Honorary Chairman
The Honorable Norman Y. Mineta

Officers

William T. Breer, Chairman

Dr. Tamio Masuda, Vice Chairman
Ambassador John R. Malott, President
Naotaka Matsukata, Secretary
Ambassador Rust Deming, Treasurer

Japan Bowl Committee
Robin Berrington
Peggy Breer

Yoko Lawless

Michiko Noguchi
Louisa Rubenfien

Yuko Takakusaki

Japan Bowl Staff

Miho Tsuru,

Japan Bowl Director

Aurora Sekine, Japan Bowl Assistant

Satohiro Akimoto
Mitsubishi International Corporation

Peter Bass
Promontory Financial Group LLC

William T. Breer
Center for Strategic & International Studies

Raymond S. Calamaro
Hogan & Hartson LLP

Ambassador Rust M. Deming
Johns Hopkins University, SAIS

William C. Duncan
Japan Automobile Manufacturers Association

Matthew Goodman
Stonebridge International LLC

Conan Grames
Hunton and Williams

Ambassador Thomas Hubbard
McLarty Associates

Charles Jones
Lockheed Martin

Naotaka Matsukata
Alston & Bird, LLP

Trustees

Minoru Mori
All Nippon Airways Co., Ltd.

Dr. Tamio Masuda
Tokyo Electric Power Company

Masakazu Nonishi
Panasonic USA

Takashi Ohde
Hitachi, Ltd.

Tom Oku
The Bank of Tokyo-Mitsubishi-UFJ, Ltd.

Sumio Otsuji
Toyota Motor North America, Inc.

William Piez

Yoshihito Tabe
Itochu International, Inc.

Ryota Yoshimura
Sumitomo Corporation of America

Advisors

Motohiko Kato, Embassy of Japan
Akemi Kawano, DLA Piper

Mitsuru Kitano, Embassy of Japan
Jim Zumwalt, US Department of State



