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Executive Summary

Executive Summary

The San Diegerokohama Youth Baseball Exchange began in t; {
summer of 2006 with support from the Freeman Foundati
National Association of Japalmerica Societies, San Diego Padre
Yokohama BayStars, and Major League Baseball Japan. The pug
of the exhange was to provide an intercultural experience

American and Japanese youths and to encourage them to learn
about each other and their respective cultures through the ga
baseball. Nowcompleting its second full tweyear cycle, the
exchangehas changed the lives of all participants in very posit
ways and made the world a smaller and safer place to be.

In August2009, tenSan Diegdbaseball playerandtwo coachesraveled to Yokohama, Japa®elected by

the JSSDT, players were of aboaeeragebaseball skills and interestin intercultural experiences. The
character of the San Diego players was considered to be more important than mere baseball ability in ol
to ensure a positivexchangeexperienceThe San Diegoplayers stayed in @@ with five host families for

the entire duration of their stay fokohama Players and home stay families participated in nearly all of the
programbs activities together. Baseball practic
held n either the afternoon or evening on most days.

Funding for the first two years of the program came from the Freeman Foundation and All Nippon Airway:
In 2008 and 2009, the JSSDT coordindiendraising activities and events to secure the necessary funding.
The first twoyear cycle of this program was a great success, with players from both countries making ne
friends and | earning about each ot hasebélls a spartssdé o r
popular and important to the traditions and histories of both the United States and Japan. Due to experiel
gained in 20087, the200809 full two-year cycle was even better and we look forward to continuing the
successes of this portant program in 2D in San Digo.
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Activity Report

Baseball Practices & Games

Practices were active and fun and
included a clinic with former big

league players from the Yakult
Swallows. Games were very

competitive and the players
demonstrated greasportsmanship

and hustle.
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