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NCSS STANDARDS – THEMATIC STRANDS

I. Culture

a.,  Explore and describe similarities and differences in the ways groups, societies, and cultures address similar human needs and concerns.

II. Time, Continuity, & Change

a. Demonstrate an understanding that different people may describe the same event or situation in diverse ways, citing reasons for the differences in views.

V. Individuals, Groups, & Institutions

b. Identify examples of institutions and describe the interactions of people with institutions.

VI. Production, Distribution, & Consumption
c. Give examples of the various institutions that make up economic systems such as families, workers, banks, labor unions, government agencies, small businesses, and large corporations.

IX. Global Connections

a. Explore ways that language, art, music, belief systems, and other cultural elements may facilitate global understanding or lead to misunderstanding.

INTRODUCTION – PURPOSE/RATIONALE


Elementary students learn new information best when they are able to connect the new information to prior knowledge.  Students will examine photographs of Japan (Toyko) and the United States (New York City) and try to determine which photographs were taken in Toyko and which photographs were taken in New York City. The photographs will permit students to make observations and inferences about people and where they live. Students will describe elements of their own culture and then research the same elements in contemporary Japanese culture.  The research will then expand to comparing and contrasting United States and Japanese government, businesses, and education.  Students will create a data disk to compare and contrast their findings.
OBJECTIVES

· Students will be able to discuss similarities and differences between American culture and contemporary Japanese culture

· Students will identify elements of contemporary Japanese culture by examining photographs of Toyko and New York City.
· Students will describe similarities and differences between American and Japanese government, businesses, and education.

TIME ALLOTMENT

· An introductory lesson when students will examine photographs of Toyko and New York City.

· Three/four class sessions to research elements of contemporary Japanese culture, businesses, government, and education.
· One class to construct data disk

RESOURCES NEEDED

1. Photographs of Toyko and New York City 

2. Internet/Textbooks about Japan

3. Fact Sheets about Japanese businesses, government, education

4. Tagboard

5. pencils/pens

PROCEDURE

1. Divide students into small groups.  Distribute photographs of Toyko and New York City (photographs should be mixed up) to each group.  Ask students to examine the photographs and decide which photographs were taken of Toyko and which were taken in New York City.  

2. When students have divided the photos into two groups (Toyko and New York City), identify those photographs that belong to Toyko and New York City.  Lead a discussion about the similarities and differences between the photographs.  Create a list of questions that arise from the discussion.
3. In order to address the questions about  contemporary, students will begin by responding on paper to the following questions about themselves:

a. How many people are in your family?

b. Tell me about your house or apartment.

c. What are some national celebrations?

d. What is your favorite meal?

e. What activities do you enjoy with your friends?

f. What TV programs do you like?

g. How do you communicate with your friends? (cell phone, internet, etc.)

4. Students will then use the questions from step 3 to research elements of contemporary Japanese culture.  

5. Once the information is gathered, students will develop a data disk, a graphic organizer developed by Tarry Lindquist.  Students will cut a large circle and a smaller circle from construction paper or tagboard.  They will draw six segments on each circle for each of the elements of culture addressed in the questions from step 3.  On the larger circle students will identify important facts for each of the elements of culture for contemporary Japan.  On the smaller circle, students will identify important facts for the elements of culture for America.  Students will place the smaller circle with American elements of culture on top of the larger circle with the elements of contemporary Japanese culture and use a paper fastener (brad) to connect the two circles.  Students will be able to identify and categorize facts, compare and contrast elements of culture from Japan and the United States.  They will be able to make generalizations about, “How we are alike!”
6.  The other elements of contemporary Japanese culture (climate, agriculture, resources, industry, transportation, government) will be studied in the following fashion.

Students will gather data about elements of contemporary Japanese culture from traditional sources such as textbooks, internet, and trade books.  Students will find answers to the following:  

a..  Government



What is the structure of the Japanese government?



Who is the head of the Japanese government?



How are government officials selected?

b..Transportation

How do people get to and from their jobs?

How do children get back and forth to school?

c.  Industry

What product/products are produced?

How many people work in the industry?

d.  Agriculture

What crops are grown in Japan?

Does Japan produce enough crops to take care of its food needs?

e. Resources

What resources does Japan have?

Does Japan produce all of the resources they need?

f. Climate

What is spring like?, winter?, fall?, summer?

What are typical temperatures?

Are there hurricanes? Tornados? Earthquakes?

g. Education

What subjects are studied?

How long is the school day? School year?

How much homework is typical?


Students will create a second data disk.  On the larger circle of the data disk, students will write the important facts for each of the areas identified above.  On the smaller circle, students will write the important facts for each of the areas identified above, relative to the United States.  Students will be able to identify and categorize facts, compare and contrast elements of culture from Japan and the United States.  Again, students will be able to make generalizations about, “How we are alike!”
ASSESSMENT
· Ask students to identify the element of contemporary Japanese culture they found most interesting and the information they had the most difficulty locating.
· Have students work with a partner and exchange their data disks.  Partners will respond to the following questions:
1. What element of contemporary Japanese culture did you like best?

2. Which element needs to be clarified?

· Teachers will use a rubric to evaluate the data disk.
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