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Resource Management and Future Development of the Japanese Economy
Lesson Objective: 
To help students see, firsthand, how a powerful world economy maximizes its use 


of scarce resources and to understand future growth potential of urban areas within 


Japan.  These lessons will be relevant for students studying economics because it 



provides students with a point of comparison, since most students are exposed only 


to the American way of growth and resource management.

Lesson Materials:
-Video footage from the Mori Building in Tokyo, Japan as an example of future 



urban development




-Video footage and photographs from Omron Corporation as an example of 



employing those often marginalized and of resource management




-General photographs of Japan that show how waste is managed and how most 



things are recycled if possible

Questions for students to consider:

1) After watching the Mori Building video clip (which shows how the Mori Building is a “city within a city”—a high-rise building with all of the needs of a city met within itself), what are some positive aspects of growing a city in the same way?  What are some drawbacks to growing a city in this way?  Would you want to live here—why or why not?  In what ways is living like this economically efficient?  In what ways is living like this economically inefficient?  What are some objections city dwellers might have to this kind of “city within a city”?  If you were a city planner, would you want to take on this kind of business/economic growth venture?  Support your answer.
2) After watching the Omron video and looking at the various pictures of Japan, what are two striking things about this type of business model?  Why are they striking?  In hiring physically disabled people, Omron is providing opportunities for people who might not normally get these opportunities—what is the current work situation for the average physically disabled person in the US?  In another country (of your choice)?  What are the benefits of expanding a business in this way and what are the drawbacks?  

3) In terms of resource management, Japan clearly has a better system than the US.  In what ways does Japan manage its resources (and waste) effectively and how might this impact how the economy operates and grows?
