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All the people of the earth face ecology demands.  Our planet is trying to sustain a larger population than ever before in the history of our earth.

Countries around the world are pulling together to try and reduce the amount of damage we humans do to our earth as a direct result of human environmental interaction. This was brought to the forefront this year the World Expo in Aichi Japan, the theme being “Nature’s Wisdom”. 

        I was lucky enough to get to see the world expo and the way the people of Japan constructed the exhibits and the special measures they took in making certain they did no further damage to the earth by having a world expo there. For example all the bridges and buildings were constructed so they could be removed after the exhibit leaves. The building materials were made of recycled plastics that looked like wood and were very pleasing to the eye. (See picture insert at the end of the lesson plan.) The waste receptacles were unbelievable there were cans for:

burnables; for pet bottles (a certain kind of container that is totally biodegradable); there were receptacles; for plastics; unburnable trash; newspapers magazines and brochures; for liquids; for paper cups and containers; chopsticks; pet containers about 12 cans in all at each trash area for specific recyclable products.

         The home I stayed in, that of Mr. and Mrs. Tsugi, had a special toilet to conserve water. The toilet had a faucet that came out of the tank and when one flushed the toilet the water that was going into fill the tank ran through the faucet first to use the water to wash one’s hands and then to fill the tank so that it could be used to flush the toilet the next time. This was very efficient in saving water.

          In the hotel rooms there was a device on the wall that one would put their key card into that would activate the electricity in the room when it was removed all electricity in the room would be turned off so that no unnecessary electricity would be used.

          Tokyo uses LNG gas that powers giant fuel cells to give the energy needed to run the subways that handle three million people each morning and to cool and heat the homes as well as using it to cook with and to power their cars. It is very clean and very economical and is derived from natural gas.

          The people who built Riponggi Hills which is a “city” inside of Tokyo that was developed to be one of the best housing developments, and shopping opportunities in Tokyo, made certain that there were green areas not only next to the development but over top of the air conditioning systems to aid in absorbing heat generated by the units on the roof of the buildings. It is both beautiful and responsible in taking care of the heat released into the environment.

          There were many other energy saving devices everywhere one looked in Japan. The result is a very clean city where the air is fresh even though it is one of the largest cities in the world. The waterways run clean and there is no problem with quality of air or water. The people themselves are very conscious and responsible in providing ways to clean their environment

          Your assignment is to look at the way we as Earthlings waste energy in the forms of fuel, electricity, or water; pollute the environment by our habits of throwing away waste or using poor quality fuels, or machinery and come up with an idea to improve our earth by helping to manage our environment better.

1. Step one: What do we waste or pollute? Make a list of the things that you see others or yourself waste or pollute in a twenty-four hour period.

2. Step two: Make a plan to fix one problem on your list. State your problem on paper, find a solution to the problem and write out what the solution is.

3. Step three make a report on the difference your plan made in one week. 

Then predict the impact it will have in the environment in one year. 

4. Step four: You will present the written report and the findings of the difference that you plan made to the environment to the class. Students will then vote on the plan they thought was best and second best based on the difference the plan made to the environment. The top 2 students’ plans will receive a place of honor in the hall at school and the two students will receive an ice cream treat of their choice.
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