1. Explain the directions.  Students will be looking at a series of pictures.  I want you to take notes based on the chart that you have been given.  You only have to write about the pictures with the red background however I encourage you to make comments and ask questions as we view every picture.  I want you to think about our society and if these things that you will be viewing occur here

a. The concept of collectivism might need to be discussed so an analogy will help.  

b. Ask a student to come to the front and give him/her a pencil.  Direct the student to break it.

c. Now give students a large bundle of pencils and ask the student to break the pencils.  Most students will struggle.  The analogy is that a society is much harder to destroy if everyone is together.  The more a society works together, the stronger they are

2. Major destinations of trip.

a. Discuss mythological, origins of Japan, and land size versus population

3. This is the group of 10 teachers I spent two weeks on a study-tour of Japan.  The purpose of this trip was for us to study modern-day Japan and to give American perspectives on their education system.

4. At  a typical Japanese  eye level

5. Typical westerner eye level

6. I thought I was going to be the tallest on the trip.  Japanese people are generally much smaller than us because of genetics that was shaped by their environment.  What makes us big and strong? Protein and calories.  We eat much more than the Japanese and have access to much more meat. 

7. As I waiting line for about 45 minutes to get into a public presentation about Japanese environmental efforts I noticed a sign.  Fill out your chart.  Ask students what they notice about the sign.

a. Is this strange to do this?  Do we practice this at all?

8. To travel from city to city we took the notorious bullet train that can travel up to 300 km/h 186 m/h

9. As I looked down before getting on the train I saw this. Fill in  your charts

a. What do you think these lines are for?  Why?

10. The Japanese are in the midst of constructing a train that can go half the speed of most commercial planes!!  Any thoughts on what impact that might have on a society?

11. What do you notice about this picture?

a. Why are the Japanese people standing off to one side?

b. Do we do this in America?  Why not?

12. Americans on the escalator in Japan: What is wrong about what is going on in this picture?

13. Yellow lines help people to remember which way to walk up and down to keep the flow of traffic moving

14. This is a picture I took as I was driving past an intersection in Nagoya. Nothing in this picture is uncommon to Japan. Ask students to fill in their charts

a. What do you notice?

b. Where do you think this men are going?

c. Why are they all wearing the same thing?

i. The Japanese people are very much intoned to what their leaders and bosses are wearing.  The idea is to be as much like your leader as possible.  Its is not only a compliment to them but a symbol of respect.  Also, everyone is apart of the same organization as well as the larger society.  Nothing in this picture suggests that any of these men work at the same company.

d. This hair sample was displayed in a employee training room at a large supermarket.  Only hair colors from number 5-7 are acceptable if you want to work.  

i. Why do you think this policy is in place?

ii. Why do you think employers make everyone look the same?

1. So a sense of teamwork is fostered and no attention is paid to unnecessary things such as hair color

15. Hair styles should be the same as to not encourage individuality and thus employees establishing personal goals that differ from the company.  Trying to create a culture of respect for authority and a sense of team.

16. When you all wear the same clothes during spirit week the same effect occurs. 

a. Do you talk to people you normally wouldn’t’ have?

b. Do you feel like you have something in common with people who wear an Eagles jersey? 

17. Japanese workers were wearing uniforms every business I visited

a. The question to think about is how is this taught?  How do you get so many people to comply with this rule?

18. A high school  social studies classroom. Ask students to fill out their charts

a. All students are wearing the same uniform

b. Each grade would wear color coded laces

19. Students debating in an English-speaking class about the need to have uniforms or not

a. What side do you think won?—have uniforms

b. Why do you think that side one? What are the benefits of having school uniforms?

c. What do you think, should we have school uniforms?

i. Less bullying

ii. Do not have to worry about choosing

iii. less separation of students by economic status

iv. lose the ability to prejudge people based on what they wear and can then instead focus on who people really are

20. However, a new generation of kids are challenging these ideas and are attempting to express their individuality even more so.

21. Even some kids at school are changing their attitudes about clothing

Before showing the next two pictures of construction workers performing their morning exercises, have them view a video about the start of work at a typical Japanese office. The Bullet Train in Japan (VHS)

a. All stand, bow, repeat the goals of the company, and then come to get their daily assignments

22. Construction workers performing morning exercises

23. What message does this send to the construction workers?

a. That the company cares about each one of their employees

24. This is a picture of our final formal activity in which we were accepting our certificates for attending this fellowship.  Have students fill in their charts.

a. What is the man doing?

b. Why?

25. Japanese people bow to show respect and thanks.  You bow lower if you are lower in status, age, or accepting a gift.

a. How do we show respect to those who are older than us?

b. How do we physically show our appreciation or respect for someone?

c. Who extends their hand out first if you meet someone who is considered at a higher level of authority than you?

26. Discuss the importance of business cards and how they are exchanged

a. Understand each others position so the proper respect can be paid

b. You are to act and speak differently based on who your are interacting with

27. Why do you think this Japanese shook his hand?

a. Show respect for our culture, link to Meiji Restoration

28. Explain that the Japanese are extremely environmentally conscious

a. I could not find any trash on the ground throughout the entire trip and we went to the largest urban centers as well as the countryside

b. This is an pretty extensive recycling receptacle, some prefectures (states) have over 20 ways in which you are expected to recycle.  Generally though, recycling on the street looks more like this

29. Street recycling

a. Explain that the smallest of detail is considered when recycling.  Labels, types of container, taking the caps off 

b. How is this taught?

30. What are these students doing?

a. Why are they cleaning the school and not the janitor?

b. Students are expected to clean the school everyday

c. They clean even if there is barely anything to clean to teach establish discipline

d. How many of you perform chores at home?

e. Look at the lunch room after you eat, what does this mess teach you?

31. A man cleaning some leaves off the ground in a park.  Even leaves that have fallen is considered messy, presentation is extremely important in Japanese society

32. This attention to discipline really pays off! A clean subway!

33. To help students’ attitudes that Japan is a cold society. You can show respect to people and your environment and still be a fun kid. 

a.
This is a picture of the children that I stayed with during my homestay with a Japanese family.  We were driving to the bike store. 

37.
Every where we went the kids were a bit chaotic

38.
Ask students to fill out their charts

a.
What is happening here?

b.
Why do you think this young child did not ripe the paper?

c.
Why save the paper?

i.
Use it again, why waste when you do not have too!

39.
Here, my family was opening the gifts I brought them.  It is customary to bring a gift to a family’s house that you will be visiting for such things as staying there or having dinner.   

a.
What do you notice about what the kids are doing?

i.
They are not just tearing into their gifts but waiting patiently for each one to go.  Showing respect and restraint during times in which something is being given to them.  

b.
See, even though these kids are just like most kids, they understand respect when it is called for as well as the idea of saving instead of wasting.

40.
 Now to close this lesson, answer these questions:

a.
What is collective behavior?  Give examples to prove your statements

b.
Class discussion:

i.
Discuss the answers to their questions

c.
How do you think the Japanese people learned this behavior? 

i.
Students make say parents, leaders, or teachers.  Although this is true then probe further and ask where they think those people got those ideas from.  They might say from their parents’ parents and so forth.  

Where did this idea originate?  We can find our answer when we study the religions and philosophies of Asia.
