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Purpose.  This lesson will be embedded in a yearlong World History course. I will introduce it after the treatment of medieval Japan (the Heian era through the Ashikaga shogunate). Juxtaposing current affairs with a history topic can be a useful device to get students to think about the relationship between the past and the present. By this time students will also have studied the major elements of Buddhism and Confucianism.

Day One:  Read:  “Manufacturing as the Lifeblood of the Nation” reprinted from JapanEcho, August 2005.

In class:  I will show the students a 16-slide PowerPoint presentation on topics highlighted in the Kezai Koho Seminar:


Family structure:  including family size and birthrate,


Education:  class size and teaching methods,

Industry:  Ricoh toner plant and Honda training institute,


Labor:  workers as “stakeholders” in Japanese business,


Business:  “CSR” and long-term planning (Panasonic), environmental awareness (Aeon).

Second half of class:  discussion of manufacturing as the life-blood of the nation and the extent to which this is reflected in the other topics of discussion. 

Day Two:  Read “What can we do About the Baby Bust?” reprinted from JapanEcho, February, 2006.

In class:  Lecture and discussion (25 minutes each in a fifty minute class) on specific aspects of contemporary Japanese society, extending the discussion of the previous day:


Family:  living space and birthrate,


Education:  class size, student role in class, technology,       

Social trends:  

Marriage trends (incl. male job prospects and income), 

A low birthrate, leading to labor shortages, 

NEET’s and frieters.

Day Three:  Read TWO articles in Foreign Affairs quarterly journal on Asian security and China-Japan relations (from Winter 2005 to Summer 2006); research one of the topics listed below.

In class:  Student presentations (groups of two; ten minutes each) on—


The rise of China, economically and militarily,


Japan’s growth to 1991, the bubble economy and ensuing recession, the recovery (2002 to present),


Japan-China economic ties,


Japan’s concerns regarding Chinese military power and its effects in the region and globally,


The extent to which there is a revival of nationalism in Japanese politics. 

Day Four:  Essay is due on one of the following questions (2 pp., 500 words, with footnotes.


1. “How do social trends (since about 1960) affect the prospects for Japan’s continuing economic growth?


2. “In what ways and to what extent does China threaten Japan’s national security?”


3. “Evaluate the current state of US-Japan relations.”

 
4. “In what ways and to what extent does Japan’s government support Japanese industry and trade? How do these policies differ from American practice?

