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Introduction:

As a nation, it is important that we measure ourselves against others to determine how well we are achieving our political and economic goals.  This lesson focuses on Japan, as a mirror to reflect the extent to which economic equality relates to political equality in the United  States.  It is possible to debate whether capitalism is a means to economic equality but it is difficult to separate the ideals for both.  Political equality is virtually non-existent where there is significant economic inequality.
Two major concerns guided the development of this lesson – (1) a continued dilemma about the relationship between political and economic systems, and (2) the need to incorporate reading and/or mathematical skills into the lesson due to assessment pressures that are common in many states.
Political democracy is a basic principle espoused by the United States of America. The capitalist system, also a bedrock of the American system may be regarded as a form of  economic democracy, in that it presumably allows anyone the opportunity to be successful.  Presumably the democratic process allows a person equal opportunity to become President in the political system or rich in the economic system.  When a person chooses not to, or tries and fails to, achieve political  status, there are limited negative consequences.  In the economic system of democracy, choosing not to, or failing to, achieve economic status has definite negative consequences.
Political science research often focuses on the extent to which there is real “political democracy” in America by studying election results and office holders to see if the results are relatively comparable to the population composition.   There have been economic studies which show that there are economic disparities between the sexes and between races and ethnic groups.  Without extensive research, beyond the time and possibly capacity of many high school students, comparing nations in regard to economic and political democracy has been difficult.
This lesson involves an economic measure, not commonly taught in social studies classes, known as the Gini Index (also referred to as Gini Ratio).   The measure is defined in McConnell & Brue’s Economics: Principles, Problems, and Policies  as “a numerical measure of the overall dispersion of income among households, families, or individuals…” A perfectly equal distribution would rate an index of “0”. Although a complex calculation, it is a simple concept and useful tool for comparing nations (or populations within nations).
Objectives:
1.
The student will be able to interpret statistical data from the Gini Index.
2.
The student will be able to interpret and utilize economic statistics to test hypotheses. 

3.
The student will be able to identify and explain causational factors related to economic inequality in nation states.

4.
The student will be able to recognize relationships between political and economic systems.

Materials:

Material availability is related to computer access.  If the students have easy access to 

computers and the internet, it is recommended that they work directly on the computer

to acquire information.  If access is limited, then the teacher may have to access the 

information and down-load hard copy prints or create data discs.  Better libraries have

statistical data available in print form.
Many sites are available for acquiring data.  Nystrom currently provides an on-line data

bank for subscribing schools at www.maps101.com.  In the public domain one of the
most useful sources is www.nationmaster.com.  
1.
www.nationmaster.com/graph/eco_dis_of_fam_inc_gin_ind-distribution-family-income-gini-index
2.
www.nationmaster.com/graph/dem_civ_and_pol_lib-democracy-civil-and-political-liberties

3.
web-japan.org
4.
Supplies – graph paper, colored pens or pencils

Activities:

1.
Introduction – whole class discussion.  Pose the questions:

A. Is there a relationship between the political system of a nation and the economic system of a nation?
B. If a nation has a democratic political system, does that determine or affect the economic system of the nation?”  
C.   Does political equality mean economic equality?

Ask for specific examples and bring in relationships between several political and economic systems.

2.
Developmental – small group activity.  Divide the class into groups of six students.  Directions: 

A. “We are going to conduct studies of nations to compare political and economic equality.  Each group is to compare three countries, the United States, Japan, and a third major industrial nation from among the following – United Kingdom, South Korea,  China, Canada, Germany, Italy, France, Brazil, Russia.  Each group must have a different third choice.  Please confer and announce your selection (resolve any duplications).
B. Now that you have your three nations, rank them from 1 to 3 in terms of level of democracy with number one being the most democratic.  Have a member of the group make a record the ranking. 

C. We are now going to do some research and use statistical data to do the following – (1) see if your ranking of democracy is correct and (2) test the hypothesis that is there a relationship (correlation) between equal rights politically and equal wealth economically.  In this process we will use a  measure known as the Gini Index.”
D.      Explain the Gini index at this point.


E.    Assign groups to acquire statistical measures for their three nations on 
(1) levels of democracy – recommended is “Democracy Statistics>Civil and political liberties by country” from nationmaster.com, and
 (2) Gini Index.  
This information can be acquired from print materials or internet and can be done as homework assignments or library visits depending on school and student resources.
F.
Have each group make 2 line graphs on one sheet of graph paper.  At the bottom of the page, equal distance apart, should be the names of the three nations the group researched.  One graph should show the Gini index rankings and one should show the democratic rankings.
G.
Using the graphs, each group should answer the following questions:

(1) Do the graphs support your original ranking of democracy?

(2) Do the graphs  show that there is a relationship (correlation) between equal rights politically and equal wealth economically?
(3) Did you find anything surprising in this study?

H.
Have each group present its graphs and answer the questions to the class as a whole.

3.
Case Studies – using the same groups, have the students do the following:

A. Hypothesize factors which affect the distribution of wealth within a nation. (nationmaster has some correlations on the web.  Interesting  issues to investigate are social programs, taxation, management compensation).    
B.   Have each group divide into three teams of two students.  Each team should
research one of the three countries (U.S., Japan, selected nation) to    investigate the affect of the factors above on the distribution of wealth.  Both statistical and verbal data should be used.

C.   Each team should report its findings to the group and the group as a whole
should determine factors which are significant to the distribution of wealth  and those that are not significant.

D.   Each group should report its’ overall conclusions to the class as a whole.

Assessment:

Group graphs

Written summations on individual or group conclusions

Oral presentations by each group on its’ findings
Written summations of research from the case studies from individual students

