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Recycling: Tokyo Super Eco Town

Illinois State Standards 

13.B.2d  Compare the relative effectiveness of reducing, reusing and recycling in actual situations.

13.B.1e  Demonstrate ways to reduce, reuse and recycle materials.

29.E.3  Describe geographical aspects (e.g., population distribution, natural resources and main economic activities) of areas where the target language is spoken.

Grade Levels 2-5

Content Objectives

· Compare the U.S. and Japanese populations using a population density maps.

· Describe the recycling process of collection of material, separation of material, cleaning of material, reuse of material (or processing material for new usage) and distribution to consumers.

Language Objectives

· Use sequencing vocabulary to describe the recycling process

· Write a persuasive essay

Materials

· Population density maps of Japan and U.S.

· Photos of construction sites and dumpsters

· Picture cards of the recycling process created from Tokyo Super Eco Town brochure (Takatoshi)

· Video of Tokyo Super Eco Town Takatoshi recycling center

· Sentence starters with sequence vocabulary: first, next, then, etc.

· Phone numbers of local building contactors

Activities

The students will:

1. Review with their teacher the previous lesson on how they recycle products at their homes.

2. Compare the U.S. and Japanese populations by looking at population density maps.

They will discuss the following questions with a partner first then with the class.

1. How many people live in the United States? Japan?

2. What is the area of the United States? Japan?

3. What country has less room for landfills to put waste?

3. Look at a picture of a school construction project and the dumpster filled with construction waste near the construction site. They will discuss the following questions with a partner:

1. What do you think happens to all of the garbage from the construction project?

2. Could this waste be recycled?

4. Sort picture cards (with a small group) from Takatoshi from Tokyo Super Eco Town to show the process for recycling construction waste.  Match statements describing the process to the pictures.

5. View the video of Tokyo Super Eco Town in order to check if their order was correct.

6. Practice explaining orally the order of events in the recycling process using Tokyo Super Eco Town as an example.

7. Investigate what happens to construction waste in the local area by contacting a local contractor.

8. Write a persuasive letter to the local waste management facility and the county explaining how construction waste is recycled in Tokyo and suggestions for our area.

Assessment

Pre and post video sequencing 

Student letters assessed according to ISAT persuasive essay rubric

