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Growing up in Japan Lesson Plan
By Lorelei Clark

Goal: This activity is designed to give students an overview of the Japanese Education System as well as comparing and contrasting it with the U.S. Education System. 

Objective:  After completing a ten question pre-assessment activity on the Japanese Education System, students will compare and contrast the Japanese and U.S. Education systems in terms of the goals, strengths, and challenges of each.
Materials:

Growing up in Japan PowerPoint

Growing up in Japan Notes Sheet (Teacher notes).

Venn Diagram Template

Anticipatory Set:

Students create a list of all the activities they do during a school day on the right side of a T-Chart.  

Examples –   
         U.S. Educational System

Take the bus to school.

Stand during the Pledge of Allegiance.

Eat lunch in the cafeteria.

Go home at 3pm.

Stay after school for tutorials / 
      football practice.

This can also be done with a Venn Diagram.


          United States                 Japan
Activities:

Teach the students to count to five in Japanese, and the words maru and batsu (as well as the hand signals). 

Maru – Make an O over your head.


Batsu – Cross your arms in front of your body.
Have students answer the ten questions in the Growing Up in Japan PowerPoint.


Using the notes sheet explain why the answer is true or false.

Complete the left side of the above chart or Venn Diagram under the heading Japanese Educational System/ Japan.
Extension:  
Write a one page paper comparing the Japanese Educational System with that of the United States.
Have students work in groups to make a composite education system that draws on the strengths of each. Have each group present and explain its new system.
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