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Growing up in Japan

Maru/Batsu Quiz Notes

1. Japanese children wear kimonos most of the time.



Batsu.  While kimonos are often worn for special occasions, such as 


weddings or graduations, Japanese young people wear “western-styled” 


clothing.

2. Most Japanese schools require students to wear uniforms.



Maru.  Yes, most all schools, private and public, require uniforms.  There 


are some progressive schools “experimenting” with different dress codes.

3. Students and teachers must change their shoes before entering the school.



Maru.  There is a shoe-changing area at the entrance of the school, where 


street shoes are exchanged for their school slippers, kept in “cubby holes.”



This is a long-standing Japanese custom, practiced at home as well, to 


maintain cleanliness and also to protect the traditional tatami floors (still 


found in many homes.

4. Students usually ride a school bus to school.



Batsu.  Schools do not provide school bus service but, due to the 



population density, most students live within easy walking distance to 


their schools.  

5. Students go to school Monday through Saturday, six days a week!

Batsu.  Until the mid-1990s Japanese students attended school half days on Saturday, but weekend attendance was phased out and all Saturday School  ended in 2002. 

6. Students and teachers are responsible for cleaning the rooms, hallways, and toilets every day.



Maru.  There is no janitorial staff.  A portion of their daily schedule is set 


aside for these chores.  It is also common for students in elementary 


schools to help prepare and serve lunch.

7. Japanese children never misbehave in class.



Batsu.  Kids are kids everywhere.  Teachers in Japan complain about 


disruptive and inattentive students.

8. High school students can drive a car to school.



Batsu.  The minimum driving age in Japan is 18.  Most teenagers do not 


learn to drive immediately upon turning 18 because of the expensive 


government-mandated licensing requirements.
9. A Teacher in Japan is  called sensei (a term of respect and a title of special 

            honor). 
Maru.  In Japan anyone who teaches anything is called sensei.  This is similar to using the Mr., Miss or Ms.  – it merely indicates respect toward the person.  

10. Most students in Japan come home right after school. 

Batsu.  In Japan, after-school schools prepare students for admittance to "right" colleges.
